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The Role of Brand Identity of Intercollegiate Sport Events on
word-of-mouth of the Host City (Case study: Student Futsal
Tournament)
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Abstract

Brand identity is one of the most important marketing topics that has been
considered in few studies. Both groups of researchers and practitioners have
come to the conclusion that brand identity plays an essential role in creating
differentiation and the process of brand management. This research
investigates the role of brand identity of intercollegiate sports events on WOM
of the host city. In terms of the nature of purpose, the present research is an
applied research and in terms of the research method, it is a descriptive and
survey research. The statistical population of this research was made up of all
the players, coaches and supervisors of the teams participating in the futsal
competitions of male students of universities and higher education
institutions. In this research, the library and field method was used to collect
information, the standard brand identity questionnaires of Mael and Ashforth
(1992) and the questionnaire of WOM were used to collect data. And their
reliability was re-examined and confirmed in this research. To analyze the
questionnaire data in the inferential statistics section, K-S tests and
Spearman's correlation coefficient, available in the SPSS 18 software
packages, were used. The results showed that the brand identity with 3.58 and
WOM of the host city with 3.16 have a favorable condition, Also, the results
of the data analysis showed that the brand identity of the sport events has a
positive effect on the WOM of the host city, therefore it is suggested that the
managers of sports events by strengthening the brand identity of the event,
increase the offers of hosting and have more options to choose from. Also, by
supporting sports events, city managers can use the brand identity of these
events for positive WOM and for the benefit of the tourism development of
their city.

Keywords: Brand Identity, Word of Mouth, Sport Events, Students, Host city.
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Abstract

Introduction: The purpose of this study is to identify the lived experience of
sports science students of universities in Ardabil province regarding the
quality of education during the corona disease.

Methodology: The research was qualitative in terms of approach and its
method was phenomenological, and the statistical population of this research
consists of all sports science students of universities in Ardabil province.
Using the purposeful sampling method, 12 participants were selected until
theoretical saturation was reached. In this study, the external referee method
was used to check the validity of the research, and also to check the reliability
according to Silverman's opinion, three experts coded the data and the coding
results of more than 82% of the open codes were the same. Let the interview
research be semi-structured and while ensuring confidentiality, all interviews
were recorded and then implemented and coded using MAXQDAZ20 software.
Result: The findings of the research indicated that the lived experience of
sports science students of Ardabil province universities was extracted in the
form of three components of the virtual education system, which includes the
input, process and output parts of the virtual education system of sports
science students it is during the Corona era.

Conclusion: Therefore, it can be concluded that for more effective education,
infrastructural background and more training of students and universities
themselves, preparation of educational content information and special
measures for students in distant cities should be done.

Keywords: Qualitative approach, virtual education, quality of physical
education education
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was the relationship between scouting activities
and the commitment of physical education teachers with the leadership style
of managers. The current research was applied in terms of purpose and
descriptive in terms of method, and its data collection was carried out as a
survey. The statistical population of the present study included sports
managers and physical education teachers of Salah al-Din province of Iraq,
according to the statistics obtained from the Ministry of Education of this
country in 1402, the number of physical education teachers in the province
was 230, of which 194 were randomly selected. The tools of data collection
in this research were Bass and Elio's multi-factor leadership questionnaire
(1985), Alan and Mayer's organizational commitment (1990) and researcher-
made scouting activities questionnaire. The validity and reliability of the
questionnaire was confirmed through the approval of professors and
Cronbach's alpha. The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test showed that the data
distribution is normal. The relationship between the leadership style of sports
managers and scouting activities of physical education teachers is r = 0.68, the
relationship between the leadership style of sports managers and
organizational commitment of physical education teachers is r = 0.79, and the
relationship between organizational commitment and scouting activities of
physical education teachers is also r = 0.83. All of them were significant.
According to the research model, the leadership style was effective with a
coefficient of 1.32 on scouting activities of physical education teachers and
with a coefficient of 0.73 on their organizational commitment. Also,
organizational commitment with a coefficient of 0.69 had a significant effect
on scouting activities of physical education teachers. It is necessary for
managers to pay special attention to improving their own leadership styles and
organizational commitment and scouting activities of physical education
teachers.

Keywords: Leadership styles, sports managers, scouting activities,
organizational commitment, physical education teachers.
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Abstract

The objective of this study is to explore the obstacles and challenges faced by
educational sports in Iran. Based on the research objective, a systematic review of
articles in the field of educational sports was conducted. We focused on identifying
problems and limitations in this field, as well as highlighting keywords related to
educational sports, physical sports, school sports, educational sports challenges,
limitations, weaknesses, health and physical education in schools or universities. The
search was conducted from 2010 to 2023 in the country. To conduct this study, we
searched for related articles using keywords in specialized databases such as Google
Scholar, Semantic Scholar, Meg Iran, Noor Megs, and SID. The selected articles had
to meet certain inclusion criteria: they needed to be in Persian or Iranian, published in
prestigious domestic and foreign scientific research journals, and be related to
educational sports and the examination of its harms and weaknesses in the country.
Based on these inclusion criteria, we identified 109 articles in the field. After
reviewing the articles that were not relevant to the main purpose of this study, we
excluded them from the analysis. Finally, we selected 22 articles that were completely
relevant and consistent with our research objective. These articles focused on
educational sports and provided insights into their harms and limitations. The findings
revealed that the country's educational sports face weaknesses and problems across
seven dimensions: inadequate sports facilities and equipment, weaknesses in the
educational system, deficiencies in the management system, limitations and non-
specialist nature of human resources, financial constraints, environmental or cultural
factors, and individual factors. The research findings indicate that the state of
educational sports in the country has deficiencies and restrictions that need to be
addressed through new plans and codification. Therefore, in order to promote
educational sports, there is a need for comprehensive and effective planning.
Encouraging children's interest in sports at school is crucial as it cultivates a positive
attitude towards it in the future. Presently, the lack of physical activity is a major
contributing factor to the rise of diseases and bodily abnormalities, emphasizing the
urgent need to address this issue.

Keywords: Educational sports challenges, Limitations, Weaknesses, Iran
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to investigate the dimensions of sports
counseling in the general physical education curriculum of students.
Therefore, 266 female students of Shiraz University, who had completed
physical education unit 1 or 2, were selected as a sample in a simple random
manner. To collect data, a 26-question sports counseling questionnaire was
used, whose face and content validity was approved by physical education
professors, and its reliability was obtained using Cronbach's alpha of 0.93. The
results showed that effective communication skills, sports psychology, and
personal well-being respectively had the highest priority among students.
Therefore, the high importance of sports education counseling in general
physical education curriculum, especially effective communication skills,
shows the need to pay attention to sports education counseling in general
physical education classes of the university.

Keywords: : Sport counseling, Curriculum, physical education class,
physical activity, students
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1. Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA)
2. Asian Football Confederation (AFC)

3. All India Football Federation (AIFF)

4. New Zealand Football Federation (NFF)
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to develop a futsal development model
in Tehran province. Interms of practical purpose, in terms of qualitative
strategy, and in terms of execution, this research is of thematic analysis
type. The participants in the research were experts and informants in
the field of sports, especially futsal, and university professors. Sampling
was done purposefully and the total number of participants was 32
people. A semi-structured interview was used to collect data. After the
finalization of the coding, 25 concepts in the form of seven themes
including contingent factors (futsal as the most popular sport, universal
and global phenomenon, increasing the active presence of women,
paying attention to the interests of Azerbaijanis in futsal, society's
tendency as a sport) entertainment, the existence of young people with
sports talent), interactions (cultural development of futsal, loyalty of
fans to the club, attraction of spectators from games with famous
teams), development genres (modeling successful countries in the
world in futsal, development of professional clubs, granting points),
development stages (creating local futsal associations, training futsal
experts, training specialized human resources), development obstacles
(lack of futsal-specific tools and equipment, lack of codified and
continuous planning, lack of coaches and academic experts, lack of
scientific methods in Talent search, management weakness in the field
of marketing), values (sports as a factor for health and vitality, cultural
activities) and resources (presence of basic futsal equipment, resources
from attracting sponsors, suitable financial facilities) were extracted.
Based on the findings of the present research, for the development of
this sport in Tehran province, while paying attention to the necessary
factors, there is a need to develop development plans in the areas of
development resources, development stages, development genres,
interactions, development barriers and values.

Keywords: Financing, Sports Marketing, Football Fandom, Sports
Facilities, Professionalization.
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