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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to analyze the competitive balance of the
Iranian Basketball Super League over a 10-year period (2012-2022). This
study is descriptive in terms of its objective and research methodology. The
statistical population includes data from the Super League section of the
official website of the Basketball Federation of Iran, with a complete census
sampling method. The data collection tools included checklists and tables for
recording results. The data encompass the names of the participating teams,
the points, and the ranks achieved by each team over the last ten years (2013-
2023). Information was gathered using indicators such as C5ICB, the
Competitive Balance Index (C5), HHI, and the HHICB index of all scores
within a season. The results indicate that the league had the lowest level of
competitive balance in the 2020-2021 season, while the 2015-2016 season had
the highest and most favorable balance. Based on these findings, it is
recommended that policies be implemented to improve competitive balance
in the Iranian Basketball Super League to both enhance fan engagement and
enable weaker clubs to compete effectively. Suggested measures include
allocating financial resources to less privileged clubs, establishing a fair
transfer system, and investing in youth talent identification and development
programs. Strengthening marketing efforts and attracting more fans can
further contribute to the league's popularity and profitability. Additionally,
continuous evaluations of competitive balance and improvements to power-
balancing programs between teams should be consistently prioritized. Overall,
competitive balance will not only positively impact the quality of Iran’s
Basketball Super League but also play a key role in attracting audiences,
enhancing the level of competition, and elevating the sport's status within the
country. Focusing on these factors and fostering collaboration between clubs
and the federation can lead to the sustainable development and flourishing of
this sport.

Keywords: power balance, premier league, Iranian basketball, sports
economy, sports marketing
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